
There are certain signs that indicate that you may have been approached by a foreign intelligence service 
or are the target of a service’s illicit activities: 

•	 Conversations are steered towards topics that are of interest to a foreign intelligence 
service – for instance, sensitive work-related matters or private information.

•	 You are offered money or other incentives, such as invitations to events, expensive trips, 
work benefits, awards or similar enticements, in exchange for information. 

•	 You, your relatives or friends are put under pressure or are the victim of repressive actions, 
here or abroad.

•	 You are in the focus of an intelligence service in your home country. You may be appro-
ached during home visits or when visiting a diplomatic representation. 

If your counterpart…
•	 is interested in sensitive information,
•	 offers you tangible or intangible goods in exchange for information,
•	 blackmails you or puts you or people known to you under pressure,
•	 threatens you or people known to you – here or abroad, 

then it is probable that you are the target of a foreign intelligence service.

Please contact the Bundesamt für Verfassungsschutz (BfV). Your information is treated con-
fidentially and can help prevent illicit activities against yourself and others.

You can contact our hotline 24/7. Turkish- and Arabic-speaking staff are available between 09:00 and 
15:00 from Monday to Friday.

Contact us via e-mail or hotline under: 

hinweise@bfv.bund.de
+49(0)228 99 792-6000
+49(0)30 18 792-6000

If you are in immediate danger, please do not hesitate to contact the police.

Threatened by a foreign intelligence service? 
Your information can help!

www.verfassungsschutz.de
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